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the proposals though he admitted Germany's pre-
dominant interests in Central and Eastern Europe,
To these proposals the Cabinet's first reaction was
not unnaturally unfavourable, and Mr. Eden's
position was correspondingly strengthened.

How was Mr. Chamberlain reacting?   In the light
of subsequent   history there is  little doubt that
Lord Halifax's report of his visit finally made up
his mind in favour of appeasement, in other words,
of the avoidance of British action in Europe, which
would prevent the legitimate and ordered fulfilment
of Herr Hitler's aims.  A policy of fulfilment would
have been a fairer estimate and profounder analysis
of Mr. Chamberlain's policy from the Hitler-Halifax
talks to  Munich.    There  was  sufficient  evidence
before him that Mussolini had already given his
assent to Hitler's claims against the Czechs and
was now ready to acquiesce in the liquidation of
Austria.  Under the most favourable military condi-
tions the state of our preparedness would make a
trial of strength with Hitler undesirable for some
time to come.   With Mussolini in line with Hitler
and Poland eager for gain the defence of Austria
by Britain and France was a virtual impossibility,
while that  of Czechoslovakia would involve not
simply Stalin's co-operation but his active initiative,
Rather let Britain give Hitler no excuse for settling
her difference with Vienna and Prague other tfran by
peaceful methods.  If Hitler could grasp this oppor-
tunity Europe might be standing on the threshold
of a new era of goodwill and co-operation.   At a
great mass meeting at Edinburgh less than a week
before Lord Halifax's departure for Germany Mr.
Chamberlain asserted that "it is time another effort
was made to see if it is possible to remove the fears
and suspicions that every country seems to have
about its neighbours by a closer examination of